
 

Farmhouse Stairs: Balancing Aesthetics 

with Functionality 

 

 

Farmhouse stairs can offer several benefits beyond just being a means of moving from 

one floor to another. Consider Retro-Fitting to a well-designed farmhouse staircase 

can add value to your home, making it a smart investment in the long run. A beautiful 

and functional staircase can increase the appeal and resale value of your home. 

Farmhouse stairs are an important architectural element that can set the tone for the 

entire aesthetic of a farmhouse-style home. However, it is also essential that they are 

functional and safe for daily use. In this article, we will discuss how to balance aesthetics 

with functionality when designing farmhouse stairs. 

Safety First: The staircase's safety should always come first. The stairs ought to have 

hard wood treads, stability, and strength. The installation of handrails and balusters 

must adhere to safety regulations. 

Material Selection: Wood, metal, or a combination of the two are just a few of the 

materials that can be used to create farmhouse steps. The material should be strong, 

simple to maintain, and complement the overall farmhouse design. 

Scale and Proportion: The staircase should be proportional to the rest of the house 

in terms of both size and scale. In a huge home, a grand staircase could be stunning, but 
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in a smaller house, it might not be useful. A stairway that is overly narrow or steep 

might potentially be a safety risk. 

Color and Finish: The color and finish of the staircase should go well with the 

farmhouse's overall color scheme and architectural style. The color of the trim or other 

woodwork in the house can be matched by staining or painting wood stairs. You have 

the option of painting leaving them unpainted. However, a strong polyurethane finish is 

always recommended.  

Lighting: The design of any staircase should take lighting into consideration. Windows 

or skylights can be used to add natural light to farmhouse staircases. To draw attention 

to the stairs and create a warm and inviting atmosphere.  Accent lighting can also be 

used. 

Storage: Farmhouse stairs can also be used as storage. Shoes, coats, and other 

belongings can be stored beneath the stairs. The design can also include built-in 

bookshelves or cabinets. 

In conclusion, balancing aesthetics with functionality is essential when designing 

farmhouse stairs. By prioritizing safety, material selection, scale and proportion, color, 

finish, lighting, and storage, you can create a beautiful and functional staircase that adds 

to the overall charm of your farmhouse-style home. 
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